
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seaker 100 Submersible 
As displayed at a local boat show circa April 1990 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Seaker 100 Product Brochure 
(Front) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seaker 100 Product Brochure 
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Seaker 100 Product Brochure 
(Inside) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Accident Facts 
 

• Hemispherical domes were ¼ inch in thickness and 
used temporarily for marketing purposes until the real 
domes were delivered. 

• Side panels were ½ inch Lexan. 
• A number of low-depth manned tests were performed 

without incident. 
• Accident occurred at about 40 feet of depth. 
• The domes inverted, but did not shatter. 
• Flooding occurred from area of the bolts attaching 

one of the hemispherical domes. 
 

Reaction and Recovery 
 

• Survivor has no recollection of the failure, flooding, or 
escape.  He simply “appeared” at the surface and 
was pulled into a boat that was observing the dive. 

• Survivor suffered severe lacerations to head and was 
airlifted to hospital where he recovered from his 
injuries. 

• Victim suffered fatal injuries and died immediately.  
Drowning was ruled out as cause of death. 

 
Analysis 

 
• Shallow structural failures can be fatal. 
• Cause of death may not be due to drowning. 
• Disorientation due to flooding and pressure may 

impede escape. 
• Pressure testing of submersible with temporary 

components is not acceptable. 
• Unmanned testing of submersible is required until all 

components meet requirements at design depth. 
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